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The charar incident that took place on the night 
of May 10th, 1995 the Idd day, has left many queries 
un-answered. It has exposed hallowness of the poli- 
cies of the present day administration about Kashmir. it 
has terribly weakened India's case in the international 
fora. It has dealt a svere blow to our secular fabric which 
has been already threatened by such occurances now 
and then in the Valley of Kashmir. 


Charar is well known for its famous shrine of 
Noor-ud-Rishi whose original name was 'NUND RISHI' 
and becuase of his spiritual attainments he was called 
SAHJAANANDA. His precepton was Yogini Lalleshwari 
of Pampore, Kashmir. Charar owes its name to to 
Aachaar and Vichar. Nanda Rishi belonged to the Hin- 
dus. For his great and pious life, spiritual heights he 
was equally held in esteem by both, the Hindus and the 
Muslims. 


His deciples recite his hymns in mornings and 
evenings every day. The stories associated with his life 
are narrated by his devotees to their young generation 
to inspire them to follow this great saints teachings and 
pious life. The hymns composed by him contain philo- 
sophical touches that are present in the Kashmir 
shaivism and show deep impact and love for the Hindu 
scriptures. The similies, the metaphor and above all 
the language of his shaloukas (couplets) are nothing 
but the Hindu spiritual thought that has come down to 


> us from the upnishadas, the Geeta and the Puranas. 






During his annual days the devotees of 
Sahjananda take vegetarian diet very strictly. The Rishi 
Cultis a highly spiritual cult which teaches non-violence, 
brotherhood of man, love devotion, austerity, truth, pi- 
ety and purity. Basically this cult owes much to spiritula 
teachings and practices of the Buddhists and the 
Vaishnavite saints as well. 


Keeping this back-ground in mind, the fundamen- 
talists of the Jammait-e-Islami have tried their level best 
to wean the Kashmiri folk away from this Rishi influ- 
ence and attacked their tradition as being anti-Islmic. it 
has been their hearts desire to destroy this pious and 
non-violent influence at any cost. But it is heartening to 
note that the Kashmiris in general never obliged them. 
In this charar Town people practised Hindu-Muslim unity 
Sincerely. Another aspect of Rishiji is that no commu- 
nal move or anti-India feeling took roots in this area. 
The fundamentalists have always failed in their nefari- 
ous designs. Ultimately they made up their mind to see 
this common shrine reduced to ashes. 


The 1.S.l. of Pakistan made a plan to this effect 
and assigned this henious job to one of its agents ma- 
jor Must Gul of SARHAD N.W.EP in Pakistan. Some 
believe that he hailed from Afganistan. Militants of the 
HIZBUL variety entered this township to guide those 
mercinaries of Pakistan and forcibly occupied the houses 
of the Village folk in the months of December, 1994. 


Mr. Must Gul had made his intention of setting 
this Shrine afire known to the whole world while giving 
an interview to the J.T.V on Mrach 25th, 1995. This 
attempt succeeded becuase the Indian Government 


failed to react on this issue and instead digested this 
vinous silently. They failed to make Pakistan's bad 
intentions known to the world in time. They failed in 
their duty to save this Shrine because of the vote bank 
polities. The same Ruling Party headed by its leader 
Indiraji destroyed the Punjab militants mercilessly but 
is reluctant to vanquish these foreign mercenaries in 
Kashmir for the same vote bank polities. 


Destruction of this Holy Shrine of Charar has 
shocked all the sections of the masses of Kashmir, par- 
ticularly the Pandits. it has sent shock-waves among 
the Pandits presently residing in Jammu, Delhi and other 
parts of India as Migrants. 


To the Pandits in general this Shrine was the remi- 
niscent of Kashmiriyat that is non-violence, tolerance 
and humanity. These are the basic values on which the 
culture of this great and ancient country stands. 


The 'Bhaqti' movement that spread to the length 
and breadth of India was given this local form by 
Lalleshwari and Nanda Rishi. By their joint venture they 
had established two thousand Rishi Centres through- 
out Kashmir. The name Rishi was given to this order 
becuase it connected us with the visionary sects known 
to the world as the Rishis of the vedas the pious souls 
who had given Aachar and Vichar on moral values to all 
the three sections i.e. 1. The Pishachas 2. The Nagas 
3. The Aryas of Kashmir. 


The Rishi ji had great regard for Lalla whom he: 
accepted as Yogini and Avtar. He was born in 1378 and 
lived upto 1439. The Kind Zain-ul-Abidin had attended 
his funeral when the Rishiji was laid to rest in his 


a 


samaadhi as is being practized with saints and sadhus 
after they leave this mortal coil. This above cited Sultan 
of Kashmir was also known as "Bhatshah" a Hindu king 
for being tolerant and impartial in his approaches, This 
great saint of charar was eye-witness to those brutal 
killings, forced conversions, destruction of thousands 
of Hindu temples in Kashmir from the sharda Muth in 
the West to the Martand in the East, from Harmukh in 
the north to Verinag in the South. 


This tyranny was perpetrated by ‘Sultan Sikandar’ 
(A.D. 1389-1413) who came to be known as 'But-Shikan' 
destroyer of Idols. This iconoclast had made his life's 
mission to crush the Kafirs of Kashmir alongwith their 
culture and tradition. He had Surpassed tyrannts like 
Auranzeb. He had proved so much terrific tyrannt that 
the land of Kashyap Rishi was left with only eleven 
Hindu families. This merciless ruler is a model for the 
present day militants of Kashmir. This anti-Pandit wrath 
slowed down during the Sikh and Dogra rule from July 
15,1819 to 1947 but it got furtile ground agian after that 
and the Hindu exodus begain once again. This time 
more than three lakh Hindus became migrants and are 
scattered from Kashmir to Kanyakumari. To save Kash- 
mir and Kashmiris from this grave terrorism the Rishi 
of Rishis saint sahjanada had applied his non-violent 
balm to heal up the hurt feelings. His approach changed 
the anti-Hindu current into non-violence and peace as 
had been done be siant Kabir and Nanak Devji, poets 
like Rahim and Raskhan, Tulsi and Soor of the Bhaati 
movement days in the Northern India. 


. The son of this Sultan Sikandar king Zain-ul- 


Abidin stopped all kinds of Suppression and helped the 
Bhaqti movement. He used to perform agnihotra daily. 


He had undertaken pilgrimages to Shri Swami Amar 
Nath's case temple and Vethavatur. He used to apply 
tilak on his fore-head and used to pay heed to Hindu 
scriptured. He had appointed 8 Cabinet Ministers from 
Hindu Community. He is considered greater than Akhbar 
the great by historians. He had invited the migrants of 
his time back and had setteled them in Kashmir. His 
prime Minister was a famous Pandit 'SRIBHAT" of City 
Srinagar. The moment Pandits learnt the burning down 
of Charar Shrine, they became terriblly upset abd 
shocked. They held a big congregation on the lawns of 
the Pandit Sabha, Amphala, Jammu the same day to 
give vent to their grief striken feelings and addressed 
memoranda to that effect to the present day rulers. 


Alas! adversity does not come alone. It gave 
again a big jolt to the migrants to learn that twenty four 
Hindu temples have been set ablaze in the Valley of 
Kashmir after the Charar indcident. It was to kill two 
birds with one stone. (1) They wanted to burn down the 
Hindu Shrines as per permanent feature of their settled 
programme and the (2) 2nd was to show to the world 
community that the Charar Shrine was burnt down by 
the Indian Security personnel and by that wanted to 
establish that the Charar Shrine belonged to the 
fundamentalists. It was done to throw dust in the eyes 
of others. The 1.S.l. agents intended to provoke the 
Kashmiri folk against the Government of India and the 
Security forces in which they have succeeded to a great 
extent. Mrs. Benazir Buttoo gave a call to observe black 
day throughout Pakistan and gave inflammatory 
speeches to the effect that the charar incident was going 
of the Indian Government. 


Whatever worng takes place in this sub-conti- 


ty 


nent for that the fundamentalists wrath falls on the Hin- 
dus and the Hindu Shrines. 


The Pandits are at a loss to understand all this 
taking place for the last one thousand years. Since the 
day Mohd. of Gazanvi invaded Kashmir after defeating 
ANANTA (A.D. 1028-63). He crushed Hindus and 
destroyed Hindu Shrines. Shocking it is that this time 
also a word of sympathy did not escape the lips of the 
rulers at Delhi and Srinagar. While announcing relief 
measures for Charar nothing has been said or done for 
those Hindu Shrines. What type of secularism is this 
that treats the people on communal lines. Ten thousand 
Pandit houses have been burnt by these fundamentslists 
but the Indian Government did nothing about that. They 
did not take any action against these anti-Hindi forces 
instead they enjoyed that all. They hide the facts. They 
do not allow truth to come out. They hide real position 
from the Indian masses. they throw dust in their eyes. 
Mr. Rajesh Pilot while explaining the Charar situation 
gave wrong figures to the Hon'able Member of the Indian 
Parliament. As per his statement only four temples have 
been burnt down. Burning of Hindu shrine is continuing 
upto this date unabated. 


Is the Government of Indian also eager to see 
Kashmir deprived of the Hindus to pave the way for its 
handing over to Pakistan on surrendering its right to 
fundamentalists. Do they want to follow the paths laid 
by Mr. Jinah. Kashmir shall not be allowed to seceede 
from the main land. India canot survive when it is be- 
headed. Never shall we allow this Kashyappa's land 

_turning green keeping in mind the muslim fundamen- 
talists desire of Azadi from Hindustant i.e. Kafristant for 
them. This above stated truth is evident from all avail- 


able angles now. As per the Government records itself 
the number of the burnt down Hindu temples is one 
hundred and twenty saven in all since the militancy 
showed its ugly head in Kashmir. 


Now, it is clear that this secular government of 
India is bent upon to presenting distorted facts before 
the masses. They want to keep the majority community 
in dark about the happenings in the Valley. 


In our case the so-called humanists of various 
forms and denominations have not done less harm to 
us by giving out distorted versions of every event that 
takes place in Kashmir. They deliberately ignore Hindus 
in general and Pandit Hindus in particular. During these 
six years of militancy they did not see these burnt down 
Hindu shrines. They did not mention the rocket attack 
on the famous GANESHJI temple at Ganpatyar, 
Srinagar in which 18 Security men are believed to have 
been killed. They are not moved by seeing burning down 
of ten thousand houses of the Hindus in Kashmir. Their 
anti-India and anti-Hindu approach has compelled even 
otherwise indifferent individuals as refered under thus. 


"When Mr. Benazir Bhutoo thunders in Geneve 
on the Human Rights abuses in Kashmir comparing the 
plight of the Kashmiris with the genocide of the jews by 
the Nazis, when Amensty International lambasts India 
for its iron hand in the Valley, when the United States 
courtesy Mr. Rabin Raphel compares the situation in 
Kashmir to the one in Afganistan they all are doing a 
grave, injustice to a great country." 


FRANCOIS GAUTIER NATIONAL HEARLD 
(US) er ; 


u 


February 17, 1994 
The same author adds, 


"The first culprits are section of the Indian 
intelligensia, journalists, writers, artists, bureaucrats. 
They shape the minds of foreign jouranlists and western 
diplomats who for the day of their posting, turns towards 
them for their information and the making of their 
journalists write harsh articles on the Indian scene and 


the diplomats send adverse reports to their 
Governments." 


„They are supposed to be impartial in their view 
points. They should not be merciful in case of killers 
and merciless in case of migrants. They write what suits 
to the militants. Their voices are of their master's voices. 


Purterbed by the designs of the rulers the print 
media men, the television networks, the pandits felt hurt 
and cheated. With the result the Pandits in thousands 
came out on the streets to raise their voices against 
the all. They wanted to record their resentment over it. 
It took place on 30th May, 1995. It was a show of pent 
up immotions. It was a show of strength, resentment 
and shock over the desecration of 27 these Hindu 
Temples in Kashmir. they were lead by the worthy Presi- 
dent of the Pandit Sabha. Amphala, Jammu Shri Triloki 
Nath Khosa. The theme of it was that these anti-pandit 
forces should not cross limits and make things worst for 
the Pandits and the Muslims both. 


To support my view | am refering to Mr. Francois 
Grutier's following statement: 


"Indeed, everybody seems to forget that not so long 
ago, the whole of Kashmir was Hindu and Buddist. The 
Kashmiri Pandits have records of 5000 years of 
existance in Kashmir that many of Kashmir inhabitants 
were taken forcibly or other-wise converted by Muslim 
invaders is a historical fact, so be it one cannot rewrite 
history. But what of the remaining Kashmiri Hindus. 


In 1941 according to Census figures there were 15% 
Hindus in the Kashmir Valley, in 198,1 5% in 1991, 0.1% 
And today-? 99.9% of the Hindus population has fled 
the Valley under terror and pressure tactics. There are 
today 3,50,000 kashmiri'Pandits in abysmal conditions 
in refugee camps in Delhi and Jammu." 


NATIONAL HERALD (US) 
Feb. 17, 1994 


been bestowed many epithets 


Nunda Rishi hi 
after his nirvana. T 


1 Noor-Ud-Din N 







abe! 


sorani - A spiritual giant 


2 shiekh - A convert, Bestowed by Sneikh Mohd. 
Abdullah. 

3 Alamdari Kashmir - promoter of Kashmiriyat. 
Given by the J&K State Cultureal Academy very 
recently. 

4 Sofi - Follower of Irani Tradition Used after 
burning down of his shrine. 

5 Wali - Preceptem. Also offered after burning 


down of his shrine. 


Note:- 1 f 
"No sofi history mentions his name at all. Such 


as: : 
A. Sian-Al-Arifin" by JAMALI KAMBOUR of Delhi, 
year 1530 - 1536 











B. "THE AKHBAR-AL-AKUYAM" by ABDUL-HAQ. 
- MUHADIS of Delhi year 1588 - 1591 
C.  "THESAFINAT-AD-AULLIA" by DARA SHIKOUH 
in 1640. 


Ref:- Shri Sita Ram Goel, Delhi "ORGANIZER" 15th 
June, 1995 The Rishiji shall be remembered for all times 
to come. He is immortal. He was a visionary who saw 
Hindus and Muslims both as God's creation. He always 
gave stress on love, devotion, mercy divinity and 


humanity. He wished well for all. He preached non- 
voilecne. 








Itis hoped that the things will change for the bet- 
terment of all concerned. Justice shall prevail and im- 
partiality shall be the basis for solving problems of 
Kashmiris in all earnestness. The policies, so far 
adopted shall give place to proper vision and follow up 
action. the Path shown by the Rishiji shall be our guide- 
line in doing justice to all. 


Kashmir belongs to India and it shall remain as 
such and the Pak-Occupied Kashmir shall be liberated 
to see our brothers and sisters freed from foreign 
subjugation. 

"JAI BHARAT" i 
Moti Lal Pushkar 
Geeta Bhawan, 
Parade, Jammu. 


THE LIFE SKETCH OF NANDRISHI 





A true Rishi Nandaji was a deciple of yogini 
Laleshwari of Kashmir. He lived life of austerity, piety 
and penance for his extreme contentment. He became 
famous as Patrahar and Salilhar i.e. he who lived on 
tree leaves and abondoned that also and lived on water 
only. 


He was son of the Chalar Sen. His mother was 
Sadun on 'SAMUDRAJA'. CHALAR hailed from a royal 
dynasty of Suryabanshi Rajput Kings of Kishtawat, 
Jammu. This dynasty traces their lineage from the Great 
King 'Vikrama Aaditya'. It was dynastic fude that com- 
pelled CHALAR SEN'S fore-fathers to migrate to 
kashmire during the reign of Maharaja Sangramma 
Deva of Kashmir. They settled at 'Frapannapur' which 
became famous by the name of CHAAR and is now 
pronouced as Charar. CHARAR means Chalar Sen's 
area. 


He was married to princess Jaya Devi and had 
two sons. He was a great Sanskrit Scholar. He made 
penance for about twenty years at different places. His 
poetry has been published in Dev Nagari script, He 
had completed his Tapasya On *SHRIRAMNAVMI*. as 
per his shalokas. 


Such souls are worthy to be worshipped as 
Avtaras and Divines. 








